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NOTES AND QUERIES 



ORIGIN OF THE STONE FAMILIES OF VIRGINIA. 

E. A. Stone, D. D. (Deceased). 

Among the early settlers of Virginia there were several of the name 
of Stone. The majority of those who came during the first one hundred 
and fifty years is given here, with some others. In point of time and 
prominence, there was first (1) Captain William Stone, who settled in 
Accomacke Co., in 1629 or earlier. He brought with him four brothers, 
Andrew, John, Matthew and Richard. None of these left any children, 
Later, about 1648, William Stone moved to Maryland and was appointed 
Governor. Two of the sons of William Stone, viz: Thomas Stone and 
John Stone left children. The descendants of these are traced through. 
Charles Co., Maryland. Another (2) William Stone immigrated to Va. 
in 1662-3, and received from Sir Wm. Berkeley a grant of 750 acres in 
New Kent Co. for transporting 15 persons into the colony. His wife was 
Mary — their descendants are quite numerous. They left four children. 
There was a (3)James Stone, merchant of London, who with others 
received 8000 acres in Charles City county, granted by Sir John Harvey, 
and another grant from Sir Wm. Berkeley of 564 acres in York county. 
The first grant was made in 1636, and the second in 1647. That he re- 
moved to Virginia is uncertain. In York Co. there is on record a will 
of another (4)William Stone, dated Nov. 25, 1729, and probated the fol- 
lowing February. His wife's name was Sarah. He names four chil- 
dren, and from the records it appears they, in part at least, moved into 
Lunenburgh Co. Their descendants are quite numerous. There was 
a (5) Theophilus Stone also in York Co. in 1646, but there is very little 
known of his history later. 

In "old" Rappahannock another group of Stones are found. Oct. 20, 
1672, (6) William Stone bought of Giles Cale 200 acres of land. This is 
the earliest record of him in this country. Later he purchased various 
other tracts of land, until he owned over one thousand acres. His will 
is dated 1704. He left a wife Sarah and five living children — one daugh- 
ter had died earlier. He died about 1710-11 as appears from the court 
records. The widow lived about twety years after William Stone's 
death. 

There was living in the same county (7)Col. John Stone, who was prom- 
inent in its affairs from 1672 until about 1691-2. He married Sarah 
Walker, widow of John Walker, and when he died left only one child, 
a daughter. 
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The records show that there was living in the same county a(8)Fran- 
cis Stone, wife Elizabeth, who also were prominent from 1685 onward. 
Francis Stone received a grant of land in 1711 from Lady Fairfax, in 
Stafford county. Other grants were made later by the same to Fran- 
cis Stone. There is one mention made of (9)David Stone associated 
with Francis Stone in 1685, but no other record has so far been found 
of him. It would seem that there four Stones, William, John, Francis 
and David were possibly related, most probably brothers. There were 
grants of land as late as 1727, and again in 1739 made to Francis Stone, 
one in Stafford Co., the other in Prince William Co. It is possible 
that this later Francis Stone was a sbn of Francis Stone who received 
the grants made earlier. 

There was a (10) Humphrey Stone who received in New Norfolk Co. 
a grant of 200 acres from Sir John Harvey in 1637; there is little else 
known of him. 

There was to a (ll)John Stone a grant of land made in Henrico Co. in 
1718 and another in King and Queen Co. in 1725. 

(12)Thomas Stone, of Brunswick Co., "imported himself in the year 
1740". He was prominent in the affairs and a vestry man in St. An- 
drews Parish. His will is dated April 16, 1795, and proven ten days later. 
His son (13)Richard Stone received in 1746 a grant of 400 acres from Wil- 
liam Gooch. 

There is a record of the marriage of (14) John Stone and Nancy O'Bis- 
sell dated Nov. 10, 1687, in Middlesex Parish. 

(15)Eusebius Stone, of Caroline County, received from William Gooch, 
400 acres in Orange County in 1735s 

(16)Jeremiah Stone was transported into James City county Aug. 11, 
1637. 

There was a (17) John Stone came to Virginia as early as 1621 and 
of George Sandys 100 acres in Archers Hope. No other record at hand. 

There was a (18) Thomas Stone in Westmoreland Co., Va., made a will 
in 1718, in which he annuls all previous wills. This will was probated 
in a short time. In it no mention or reference is made to a wife or chil- 
dren, no heirs designated. There was however another (19) Thomas 
Stone whose wife was Jemima Sturman, whose name appears in records 
from and after 1724. This Thomas Stone separated from his wife, and 
their son (20)Joseph Stone was given to the guardianship of his uncle, 
William Sturman. The probability is that this second Thomas Stone 
was the son of the Thomas whose will was made in 1718, and a compari- 
son of the records makes it probable that he came to America in 1676, 
with his brother William, who settled in St. Mary's Co., Md., while 
Thomas came over in Westmoreland Co. , Va. Everything in the records 
show that the two family lines were related. There was about 1740 to 
1750 several of Gov. William Stone's descendants who left Charles Co., 
Md., and emigrated to Stafford Co., Va.; most of them settling in that 
portion of the county which later became Prince William Co. They were 
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(21)Barton Stone, (22)Samuel Stone, Thomas Stone, (23)William Stone 
and (24) Benjamin Stone, all related closely and all descendants of the 
Provincial Governor. Some of the descendants still live in that region. 
Other (24)Stone families found their origin in the counties farther north, 
some of them, if not all, being of German descent, whose names were 
Anglicized after coming to America. There are probably others, but 
this list shows the complications which necessarily arise in tracing out 
the various families and their descendants 



Willison Bible Records. 

This volume of the Bible with the other of the New Testament be- 
longed originally to Sir William Callander of Bancloigh & Dorator, in 
the Shire of Sterling, North Britain, and is Presented as a memorial 
of the ancient Family of Callander from John Willison in Port Glasgow, 
to his son James Willison of Dorator, at Cabin Point, James Rivsr in the 
Province of Virginia North America an Dom 1704. The ible was 
printed at London, by Christopher Barker, 1585. 

Beginning of family record. 

(1st) James Willison son of the above John Willison and Margaret 
Dunbar was born in Port Glasgow, North Britain. February 15th, 1751, 
N. S., and was married to Mary I'Anson, daughter of John I'Anson, 
M. D., and Lucy Cocke. Their issue as follows viz.: 

(1st) John Willison Born in Prince George County Virginia, October 
22d, 1778, baptized 4th January 1779 by theRev. Mr. Benjamin Blagrove. 
Godfathers Archibald Dunlop, Thomas I'Anson, Godmothers Mary 
Mackie and Margaret Ross. 

(2) Archibald Dunlop Willison, Born in Prince George, Dec 12th 1779 
Baptized March 12th 1780 By the Revd William Harrison.Thomas Peter, 
and James Tait Godfathers; Mrs. Thomas Peter and Mrs. Tait God- 
mothers. 

(3rd) Lucy Willison Born September 5th 1782, in Surry County at 
Cabin Point, and baptized Nov. 1st 1782 by the Revd. Mr. Thomas 
Hopkinson, John Stewart and Robert Peter, Godfathers; Mrs. Flttcher 
& Miss Nancy Cocke, Godmothers. 

Archibald Dunlop Willison departed this life August 20th 1784 and lyes 
buried at the Family burying ground at Colin Cocks. 

(4th) Margret Dunbar Willison was born at Cabin Point, in Surry 
County September 23rd 1784. Baptized by the Revd. Mr. John Burgess. 
Archibald Campbell, M. D. & Colin Cocke Godfathers, Miss Polly 
Allen and Miss Peggy Belsches Godmothers. 

(5th) Mary I'Anson Willison was born at Dorator near Cabin Point 
in Surry County September — th 1787, and baptized by the Revd. Mr. 
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John H. Burgess at Little Town. Mr. Archibald Campbell and Mr. 
Chs. Thomas I'Anson Godfathers, Mrs. Mary I 'Anson Godmother. 

James Willison Died at Dorator on Monday 25th June 1787 and was 
buried at the family burying ground over the Creek. 

Mary Willison wife of James Willison departed this life on — th Sep- 
tember 1787, and was buried at the family Burying ground at Colin 
Cocke's over the Creek on — th 1787. 

Lucy Willison departed this life February 23d 1794 and lies buried at 
the Family burying ground at Colin Cockes. 

Mary I'Anson Willison departed this life on Saturday February 6th 
1790 and buried at the family burying ground over the Creek. 

Margret Dunbar Willison was married to Colin Campbell of Surry 
County the 7th October 1801 and died on Saturday evening the 24th 
April 1802 and buried at the burial ground. 

John Willison son of the above James Willison, was married by the 
Revd. Mr. Chapin to Miss Mary Burbidge Dandridge of New Kent 
County on Monday 26th August 1805. (Daughter of Bartholomew 
Dandridge). Issue: 

(1st) Frances LucyWillison born in Charles City County at Mr. George 
Minges (Rowe) June 14th 1806 baptized by Revd. Mr. James Madison 
Godfathers George Minge, Braxton Harrison, Godmothers Martha Haly- 
burton and Miss Susanna Armestead. 

(2) Martha Dandridge Willison Born in Charles City County at Mr. 
George Minges (Rowe) November 18th 1808. 

(3) John Willison born in Charles City County at Mr. George Minges 
(Rowe) November 17th 1810. 

(4th) James Dandridge Willison was born in Charles City County at 
Mr. George Minges (Rowe) February 22, 1813. 

Martha Dandridge Willison departed this life on Wednesday night 3 
o'clock the 25th October 1814 and buried in Mr. George Minges Family 
burial ground in Charles City (Rowe) on Friday the 28th Instant by the 
Rev. Mr. Bowrey. 

(5th) Mary Elizabeth Willison born Charles City Co. at Mr. George 
Minges (Rowe) June 1st 1815. 

(6) Martha Dandridge Willison born in Surry County August the 9th 
1817. 

John Willison departed this life on Tuesday night 12 o'clock the 29 of 
December 1817, and was buried at the (Rowe) in Charles City County. 

Martha Dandridge Willison departed this life on Monday night 10 
o'clock 28th August 1820 and was buried at the (Rowe) Charles City 
County. 

John Willison departed this life at Manchester, Mississippi, Dec. 1837 
snd was buried in the burying ground of that town with Masonic honors. 

Mary B. Willison departed this life in Petersburg on Friday night 
November 16th 1839 and was buried at Blandford Church burying ground. 

James Dandridge Willison was married by the Rev. Mr. Burtolk on 
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Thursday June 1839 to Miss Cathrine H. Mcintosh daughter of Gen. Wm. 
Mcintosh. Fort Gibson, Ind. Ter. Issue: 

(1st) Kiamesha Dandridge Willison was born June 11th 1840 near 
Fort Gibson, I. T. 

(2nd) William Dandridge Willison was born June 16th, 1842, near Fort 
Gibson, Ind. Ter. 

William Dandridge Willison departed this life 1843. 

(3rd) Mary Burbidge Willison was bora Nov. 25th, 1844, near Fort 
Gibson, I. T. 

(4th) Sallie Mcintosh Willison was born Nov. 16th, 1846, Fort Gibson, 
I.T. 

(5th) Rubie Dandridge Willison was born Feb. 5th, 1848, Fort Gibson, 
I.T. 

(6th) Sue Dandridge Willison was born Dec. 13th, 1850 near Jefferson, 
Texas. 

Sue Dandridge Willison, died 1851 and was buried in the family ceme- 
tery. 

(7th) James Dandridge Willison was bora Dec. 31st, 1852, near Jeff- 
erson, Texas. 

Kiamesha Dandridge Willison was married to Thomas Harding Scott, 
Jefferson, Texas. 

(8th) Lucy Bowers Willison was bora April 1861, Jefferson, Texas. 

Rubie Dandridge Willison was married Feb. 5th, 1856, to Walter R. 
West Red River Co., Texas. 

James Dandridge Willison departed this life near Jefferson, Texas, 
in the 58th year of his age on the 14th of May 1870 and was buried at the 
family burying ground. 

Sallie Mcintosh Willison was married Aug. 1871 to Wm. L. Hailey by 
Rev. E. G. Benners, Jefferson, Texas. 

Mary Burbidge Willison was married in 1872 to Geo. Shannon near 
Muscogee, I. T. 

Lucy Bowers Willison was married 1882 to Henry C. Fisher at Fisher 
Town, Creek Nation, I.T. 

James D. Willison was married to Miss Mary Mackey, Jan. 9th, 1879 
by the Rev. H. F. Buckner at Texana, Cherokee Nation, I. T. Issue: 

(1st) Howard Dandridge Willison was born Oct. 19th, 1879 near 
Eufaula, I. T. 

(2nd) Irine Bowers Willison was born June 27th, 1881, near Eufaula, 
I.T. 

(3rd) James Mackey Willison was born April 27th, 1885, at Gibson 
Sta., I. T. 

(4th) May Cathrine Willison was bora April 27th, 1885, at Gibson 
Sta., I. T. 

May Cathrine Willison died Sept. 2nd, 1887 and was buried at family 
burying ground near Gibson Sta., I. T. 

(5th) Hellen Willison was born Aug. 18th, 1891, Gibson Sta., I. T. 
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The Gibson Family. 

For some time past I have been interested in the Gibson family and 
have come into possession of some little information which may be of 
service to your magazine and the public interested in this family, by 
elucidating and untangling at least a few of the Jonathan Gibsons 
which have been a source of complication to you and other Virginia gene- 
alogists; and whereas I cannot untangle the entire family of Gibsons, 
having myself come in two ways from them, I can add a few additions 
and corrections which ar> authentic, being based on personal family 
knowledge, one old will and som- recent letters which were written me 
within the past year by a most remarkable old lady, Mrs. Lucy 1 E. 
(Gibson) Buckner of Culpeper, Va. My great grandfather, Wm. Berry, 
Taylor was son of Lieutenant Jonathan Taylor and Ann Berry. Jona- 
than was 3rd son of Col. Geo. Taylor and Rachel Gibsor. — the daughter 
of Jonathan 1 Gibson, probably the Jonathan styled Sr. of St. Marks 
Parish, Orange Co., who died 1745 from accidental poisoning. He is 
also probably the one who was brother of Bishop Edmund Gibson of 
London, as the Bishop was born 1669, died 1748, contemporaneous. 
Jonathan's marriage seems still unsolved. Now this Wm. Berry Taylor 
married, 26 of November, 1795, Susan Harrison Grayson Gibson, and in 
December, 1796, he moved to Kentucky and settled on a thousand acre 
tract which he bought of his uncle, Col. Francis Taylor — this having 
been a Revolutionary land grant signed by Patrick Henry. Here he 
built a large brick house, and this homestead has remained in the family 
in an unbroken line of possession until one year ago. I have recently 
written an account of it for the "Kentucky Magazine of History," as 
there have been two very distinguished descendants in the Navy, Rear 
Admiral Robert Mallory Berry, who in 1881 commanded the Jeannette 
Relief Expedition to the Arctic in search of DeLong's Party; and Rear 
Admiral Hugh Rodman, prominent as Commander of our Dreadnaughts 
in the late war; and desides these, many well known and representative 
Kentuckians. The homes of my grandmother, Sarah Frances (Taylor) 
Berry, and that of her sister, Mrs. Robert Mallory, have also remained 
in the family until this past year, so the Bibles and information have 
been kept intact. I tell you this to assure you that what information I 
give can be relied upon. Now the wife of Wm. B. Taylor was, as I have 
said, Susan Harrison Grayson Gibson, she generally signing her name 
with both Harrison and Grayson in it. But her father in his will calls 
her Susanna Grayson, I am inclined to think that she personally added 
the Harrison after her mother who was Susanna Harrison, the wife of 
Jonathan 3 Gibson of Fauquier Co., Va., who died 1791, (see will of 
Thomas Harrison, Jr., Va. Mag. of Hist., Vol. 23, p. 332, which names 
daughter Susanna Gibson and son-in-law Jonathan 3 Gibson). The very 
old members of my family knew many of this particular branch of Gib- 
sons, as my great grandfather Wm. Taylor was a very rich and generous 
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man, being the largest land owner in this section, and after his wife's 
eldest brother, Col.Thomas Gibson (see Hayden's account of him), had 
been, by his father Jonathan Gibson, given all of the estate except slaves, 
and had as promptly as possible by his dashing and extravagant ways 
spent it all, his sons and daughters were gradually brought out to Ken- 
tucky to be looked after by their uncle-in-law, Wm. B. Taylor. Fortu- 
nately they were much beloved and there was always great intimacy. 

William 7 Gibson, the eldest of Thomas and his wife Charlotte Beale, 
lived at first at his aunt's, Mrs. Taylor's, and married their daughter, 
Susan Taylor. I will give more of this branch later. I am not asking 
you to publish this as an article, but hoping that what I can furnish 
may be added to other information as you gather it, and that some thing 
worth while be cleared on the Gibson family and appear in your Maga- 
zine, as there are many interested. 

The Jonathan Catlett Gibsons in Dr. Slaughter's Culpeper Records, 
are all explained by Mrs. Buckner's Letters. I will send abstracts from 
them along with this. Her information in regard to the relationship 
to Bishop Edmund Gibson corresponds perfectly with all that our branch 
of the family in Kentucky have been hearing for generations. 

I will insert the will of Jonathan 3 of Fauquier, showing the 
marriages as I knew them to have existed. Mrs. Buckner is a great 
grand child of this Jonathan, her grandfather having been Col. Jonathan 4 
Catlett Gibson, of the Rev. married a Miss Mallory, and her father 
Col. Jonathan Catlett 5 Gibson of 1812, who married first Martha Dan- 
dridge Ball and marri;d second, Mary Williams Shackleford. Mrs. 
Buckner 9 of this last marriage. 

I will also insert the Bible of Wm. Berry Taylor and Susan Harrison 
Grayson Gibson. Some day this may be of service. 

Will of Jonathan Gibson, of Fauquier Co., Va., made 22 July, 1788, 
Proved 20 Sept., 1791. 

1. Son Thomas married 1782 Charlotte Beale; (Fauquier Co. Rec.) 
son Wm. Gibson married first Susan Taylor of Kentucky and second 
Susan Gibson of Virginia. 

2. Son John married Ann Eustace, 1783, is given in Fauquier Rec. 
I believe this is intended for this John. 

3. Daughter Ann Grayson, married Aug. 14, 1787, first wife of Col. 
Jos. Blackwell, born 1755, died 15 Sept. 1823; his second wife was Mary 
Waddy Brent (Hayden Genealogies) *p. 268. 

4. Son Jonathan 4 Catlett married a Miss Mallory according to Mrs. 
Lucy E. Buckner of Culpeper. 

5. Daughter Susanna Grayson, married 26 Nov. 1795, Wm. Berry 
Taylor, settled in Kentucky, my great grandmother. 

6. Daughter Mary married 7 Dec. 1797, William Mallory; Sons Robt. 
M. C. and son Gibson, daughter Hannah married Edwin Gibson, her 
first cousin. 
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7. Grand daughter Margaret Catlett Gibson: 

Grand daughter, child of daughter Ann Grayson Blackwell. 

Niece Margaret Adie: 

Witnessed by John Mauzy and Mathew Harrison; Exr. Benjamin 
Harrison, a brother-in-law, Joseph Blackwell, son-in-law going on his 
bond. *On p. 326, vol. 23 Va. Mag. it states "Col. Jos. Blackwell, 
married first 14 Aug. 1787, Ann Grayson Gibson, daughter of Col. John 
Gibson of Fauquier Co., and Mary Waddy (Brent) Gibson. I can not 
understand this statement, and believe it is incorrect, the will above 
cited disproving it. Hayden names children Susan Gibson Blackwell 
and Wm. Taylor Blackwell, born 1793, and Ann Grayson Blackwell. 

Pitzhugh Catlett left some information taken from old Catlett Bibles ' 
One states that 

John Catlett 3rd married for his first wife Miss Taliaferro and had a 
son John*, married Alice 2 Gibson. 

John Catlett 3rd married for his second wife Mary Grayson, 20 Oct. 
1726; their daughter Mary Catlett married Jonathan 2 Gibson, Jr., who 
with his sister Alice 2 were children of Jonathan 1 St., Burgess and Justice 
for Caroline, 1736-38-40. Was of Orange and of the Vestry of St. Marks. 
He also states that "their son was Col. Catlett Gibson, married Martha 
Dandridge Ball". This is a mistake as Mrs. Buckner writes that her 
father's first wife was this M. D. Ball, and that his father was Jonathan 
Catlett 4 Gibson who married Miss Mallory. 

My conclusions are that the first Jonathan 1 Gibson died 1745 and left 
a son, Jonathan 2 , Jr., of Caroline and King George. He is the one 
who married Mary Catlett and that their son was Jonathan 3 Gibson 
who died Fauquier Co. ,1791. He names children with Catlett and Gray- 
son in their names — his mother having been a Catlett and her mother 
a Grayson. I will send you copies of these letters of Mrs. Lucy Ellen 
(Gibson^ Buckner. Her grandfather, Col. Jonathan Catlett 4 Gibson, 
of Rev. and her father Col. Jonathan Catlett 8 Gibson of 1812. 

Fitzhugh Catlett also stated that Margaret Catlett, daughter of John 
Catlett 2nd, who died 1724, had married John Gibson of Orange, but 
that the Jonathan was called John. I believe it was intended for John 
as stated in Bible, and not Jonathan at all, because Rachel Gibson (who 
married Col. George Taylor) was born 4 May, 1717, and Margaret Catlett 
was left an estate in 1724 if she never married. She forfeited it to marry. 
I believe that she married the brother of Rachel 2 instead of her having 
been the mother of Rachel. That leaves us still with no definite mar- 
riage for the 1st Jonathan 1 Gibson in this country, the father of Rachel. 
I am also inclined to think that Rachel 2 had a sister Alice 2 who married 
John Catlett 4th and a brother John 2 married Margaret Catlett: besides 
a brother Jonathan 2 , Jr. , who married Mary Catlett, a niece of Margaret 
Catlett above mentioned. 

In these theories I may be wrong, but up to the present I have found 
nothing that disproves them. And I am in hopes that it may be of ser- 
vice and yield fruit and can be substantiated. 
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Bible of Wh. Berry Taylor and Susan Harrison Grayson (Gibson) 
T*ylor, of Oldham Co., Ky. 

William B. Taylor, bom 26 Feb., 1768; died 2 Feb., 1836; married 26 
Nov., 1795, Susanna Harrison Gibson, bom 26 Nov., 1775; died 23 Feb., 
1838. 

Ann Berry Gibson Taylor, born 10 May, 1798, married Thomas Throck- 
morton Barbour. 

Mary Berry Taylor, bom Feb., 1800, married William Todd Barbour. 
(Sons of Thomas Barbour and Mary Taylor of Va.) 

Elizabeth Coates Taylor, bom 28 Jan., 1802, married Dr. William 
Willett. 

Francis Madison Taylor, born 10 June, 1804; died at 19 years. 

William Berry Taylor, died young. 

John Gibson Taylor, born 25 July, 1810, married Oretta Barnes. 

Susan Harrison Gibson Taylor, born 7 Nov., 1812; married her 1st 
cousin William Gibson, son of Col. Thomas and Charlotte Beale. 

Sarah Frances Taylor, born 5 April, 1815: married Edmond Taylor 
Berry, daughter Alice E. Berry married S. F. J. Trabue. 

Mathilda Catherine Taylor, bom 30 April, 1820, married Hon. Robert 
Mallory M. C, her 1st cousin, son of Mary Gibson. 

William Willett Taylor, bom 4 March, 1823, married Alice Sandford. 

Some of the Gibsons have heen quite prominent in Virginia and their 
descendants there and in other localities, and I have been sorry that 
there has been no little investigated about them. After my experience 
with Mrs. Buckner, I felt encouraged to look further for more infor- 
mation. 

With the hope that this may prove useful, I am 

Very truly, 

(Miss) Alice E. Trabue. 

P. S. 

The Colonial Services ascribed to Jonathan 1 Gibson, Sr., died 1745, 
of Orange, may have been held in part by the 2nd Jonathan 2 ; they both 
held lands in Orange anu probably other counties, also Caroline, King 
George, Essex, etc., until they are hard to unravel. 

My dear Miss Trabue: 

I received your letter, it was interesting to me and I read it with 
pleasure. I wish I could aid you in researches, but am afraid I cannot 
do so. I am only a member of the Gibson family and by no means a 
genealogist or predisposed to be an expert in that science. 

I will, however, give you some particulars of my immediate family 
which may interest you. 

My father was Col. Jonathan Catlett Gibson, he enlisted in Orange 
Co. in a company and fought in the war of 1812, and with his regiment, 
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saw the Capitol burned and helped to drive the British from Washington. 
At the close of the war, he studied law in the office of his brother John 
Gibson, in the little city of Dumfries in Prince William Co., Va. This 
indicates that the two names were considered in England separate and 
distinct and the same iteration occurs in many families in the United 
States. It pleases me to know that the name of Jonathan descended 
from the Bishop's Brother, who certainly showed a friendly interest in 
our family. If my brother, Col. Jonathan Catlett Gibson (a Civil War 
veteran), claimed to have seen the letters (there were three of them) 
he certainly did as it was no secret in the family. Unfortunatey they 
were burned in my fathers office in the Civil War. They would have 
been of no worldly value as the Bishop had married, but we would have 
prized them as heirlooms. Many valuable presents were sent to our 
family by the Bishop's descendants. I handled his prayer book he used 
in his last days. My brother had it. 

In every generation, since I could remember, there have been Jonathans 
as I told you my father was Jonathan Catlett Gibson, my brother was 
Jonathan Catlett Gibson and his grandson of the same name is now Lieu- 
tenant in our Army in France. 

I have always known we were connected with the families of Taylors, 
Harrisons, Pendletons, Eustaces, Catletts and others, but as I have led 
the life of a busy housekeeper on a farm, I have provided no data to re- 
cord their marriages; if I had they would have been destroyed during 
the Civil War. The Gibson family is one of the largest in this country. 
I would not be surprised if I were to go to the Island of Madagascar to 
find a descendant of the Gibson family there. The immediate descend- 
ants of the Gibson family as they came from England were large and 
wealthy planters. To that class General Washington and his wife be- 
longed. The next generation were comfortable farmers and good livers; 
to that class my father belonged, he was also a successful lawyer. His 
first wife was Martha Dandridge Ball, a near relative of the Washing- 
tons. She died and left two daughters, Frances Ann and Martha Dan- 
dridge, named for Washington's wife. 

My father then married Mary Williams Shackleford, who had twelve 
children. I am the second child of the last wife, now very old (91) ; the 
rest are all dead. 

I have written you a gossiping letter. Hoping that if not satisfactory, 
it will be agreeable. 

I am yours truly, 

Lucy E. Buckner." 

I will copy the others only in parts as there are many side remarks 
not bearing on the genealogical side and of no value in research. This 
was about August, 1918. 
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2nd Letter. 

Sept. 27, 1918. 
Dear Miss Trabue: 

Although I have not replied to your last letter, I have not lost sight of 
the subject of our correspondence. 

My uncle John Gibson (better known as Col. Jack Gibson) settled 
first in "Dumfries", a small city in Prince William County, much fre- 
quented by the elite of the county, but settled principally by merchants. 

My uncle Jack Gibson married a daughter 

of one of these Frenchmen, a Miss Muschette 

The city was gradually deserted. My uncle retired to a farm in Prince 
William Co. , where he practiced law and kept an open house in accordance 
with old English ideas. He did not have any childred but raised several 
nephews, all of whom were killed in the civil war. 

Our Virginia Bishop has made our acquaintance and claimed us as re- 
lations (Bishop Robert Gibson). I regret that we have no Coat of 
Arms. It was destroyed when the correspondence was burned and we 
do not remember it. If I hear anything more of interest on the subject, 
I will communicate to you. I am flattered that you should think my 
letters of any consideration. 

Your truly, 

Lucy E. Buckner. 
3rd Letter. 

October 10, 1918. 
My Dear Miss Trabue: 

I received your last letter two days ago, with the beautiful and very 
acceptable present of the Coat of Arms of the Gibson family. It is 
particularly interesting now that the English Colonies have all rallied 
to the support of the Mother Country. 

We are proud of being descended from a family that produced Bishop 
Edmund Gibson, and such a superb literature. Thank you again for 
your ingenious copy ; you must be an artist. And now to business. My 
grandfather married a Miss Mallory he had five sons: John, Jonathan, 
Thomas, Edwin and William. You know how Col. Jack and Jonathan, 
my father married. Thomas and William both married sisters, Miss 
Grays. Edwin married his first cousin, Hannah Mallory, a good deal of 
this kind of thing was done in Eastern Virginia at that time. 

My memory does not extend any further back than my grandfather's 
immediate family. Grandfather Gibson had four daughters. Frances 
and Nancy, Betsy married a Terrell. The two latter married planters, 
the two first did not marry at all. They were thoroughbred ladies, all, 
and would have appeared well in any society. They lived to a good old 

age, except Susan..- Wishing that I could really have helped 

you, I am truly your friend, 

Lucy E. Buckner. 
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4th Letter. 

Oct. 26, 1918. 

My dear cousin: 

I am very proud indeed to claim you as a kinswoman. I have no doubt 
you are correct in you researches, but my memory does not extend fur- 
ther back than my paternal Grandfather Jonathan Gibson. 

My father was Col. Jonathan Catlett Gibson, who fought in the War 
of 1812, and my mother drew a pension. She was his second wife, twenty 
years younger than he was. She was Mary Milliams Shackleford of 
French extraction. You know his first wife was Martha Dandridge 
Ball, cousin of George Washington and named for his wife. 

To resume my remarks about the Gibson family, my uncle John was 
the head of the family as the oldest son. He had a large landed estate 
in Prince William Co. His residence was not a castle by any means but 
an old Colonial of four stories with smaller houses on each side. One 
side with chambers for men of the family and office for Library. On the 
other side kitchen and other domestic buildings. A kitchen garden 
and a garden where every variety of flowers were cultivated. Much of 
my young days were spent there. As I am a failure as a genealogist, 
I have become a gossip. My uncle was a very handsome man, immacu- 
ate in his dress and deportment, and I often thought he looked like a 
French Noble just stepped down from the canvass. 

I can account for that now since he must have had some French blood. 
A type of men sometimes survives many generations. I forgot to say 
that the name of the place is "Fleetwood", being historic from the fact 
of its being the winter quarters of a large part of the Federal army three 
miles from the town of Brandy where a battle was fought. Three miles 
from Cedar mountain where another important battle was fought. You 
know Virginia was the battle ground. My uncle entertained visitors 
not only sometimes but all the time, the best people as well as the poor- 
est. I dont suppose any noble in England ever enjoyed more comfort or 
kept a better table, all the products of the cities. He had a large number 
of slaves and his wife never did a "hands turn" of work in her life. 

(Here is a description of the negro quarters.) 

I did not hear there any dissatisfaction with slavery. My uncle 
loved the mother country and wrote to England for a souvenir of 
the Bishop. They sent him from the palace of the Bishop a box con- 
taining a full dinner service of rare old china and cut-glass. It came 
across the Atlantic with one slight accident, a plate was broken and 
he sent it back to England and had it riveted with silver. I have 
been told that "Fleetwood" was almost destroyed during the Civil War. 
My aunt had all of her silver and everything of value stolen. 

My Father and my uncle John were two of Nature's noblemen, but 
they were different. My Father, though he fought against Great Britain, 
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was a more typical Englishman in his appearance, habits and tastes. 
He loved sports, kept stables of race horses and valued them. Of course 
he did not make any thing for it is said of the Gibsons that they die poor, 
but they are honorable, truthful and uns.lnsh. 

As for my brothers, my eldest brother was killed on the way to Gettys- 
burg. Col. Jonathan Catlett Gibson was an officer in the Confederate 
Army, wounded badly three times, a widely known and successful Lawyer. 
Hon. Eustace Gibson so badly wounded he was retired from the Army 
and served four times in Congress from West Virginia, died finally of 
his wounds, was considered more than an average lawyer and orator. 
Edwin Gibson fought through four years with Mosby without a scratch, 
and died from an accident. All of the family have died and I alone am 
left. Being next the oldest child, of course I am very old, 91. I am living 
with my grand-daughter and her husband, Mi. Raleigh T. Green, Editor 
of Culpeper Exponent, Culpeper, Va. 

Very truly your friend and relative, 

Lucy E. Buckner. 



Rucker — Vawter— Medley — Shelton — May — Burton. 

In Va. Mag., Vol. XIX, No. 2, April, 1911, p. 198, is query by Mrs. 
B. H. R., of Rolla, Mo. I can answer a part of her query. 

In Will Book 1, at p. 248, Orange C. H., is will of John Rucker, date 
"XI" Jan'y 1742, proven, 28, Jan'y 1742; names his wife Susannah and 
his 12 children and among them "Peter". Appts. wife Susannah, son 
Peter Rucker and friend George Taylor Exors. 

In same Will Book at p. 299, is will of Peter Rucker, date, 18th. Jan'y. 
1742-3, proven 23 Feb. 1743; lends to wife Elizabeth Rucker, all estate, 
real and personal during life, and after her death gives certain personal 
property to daughter Margaret Tinsley and son-in-law Isaac Tinsley; 
son Ephraim Rucker and to daughter Ann Cook and son-in-law Shem 
Cook, and balance to be sold and divided among his children by name 
as follows: Thomas Rucker, Elizabeth Pearce, Wm. Rucker, Mary 
Offott, James Rucker, Ephraim Rucker and Ann Cook. Appts. James 
Rucker and Ephraim Rucker Exors. 

On Oct. 6, 1917, I found in Will Book A. in Culpeper C. H., at p. 65, 
the will of John Vawter, from which I made the following notes: 

Date, 23, May, 1748. "I John Vawter of Essex County", Proven in 
Culpeper County, 16 Nov., 1752. All personal estate, as well in Orange 
County as in Essex County be not apportioned but sold at auction and 
pay just debts and remainder be divided as follows — One third part to 
loving wife Margaret Vawter, the rest to be equally divided among my 
children namely, Winifred, Bartholomew, Richard, Margaret, Angus and 
David Vawter. 
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2ndly. What land I have I give as follows — the land I purchased of 
young Hawkins I lend to my wife for life — 150 acces, and after her death 
to my son Bartholomew Vawter, paying to my son Angus Vawter twenty 
pounds, the son David Vawter fifty pounds. 3rdly. To daughter Wini- 
fred Vawter, 130 acres which was given me by my father-in-law Daniel 
Noel. 

4th. "To my daughter Margaret Rucker 150 acres at the Great 
Mountains, that which lays most convenient to her." 

5th. The remainder of the tract being 500 acres, be equally divided by 
an east and west line in two parts; and I give to my son Richard Vawter 
his choice, and the other to my son Angus Vawter. 

6th. To my son David Vawter three hundred and eighty acres ad- 
joining the old Ct House (?) tract in Orange County to him and his heirs 
forever. 

Appoints wife Margaret and son Bartholomew Executors. 

Witnesses — Edward Vawter, Eliza. Vawter, Samuel Vawter. 

In same Will Book A, at p. 138, is will of Margaret Vawter, of Culpeper 
Co. of date, 18 Sept. 1756, and proven, 21 Oct. 1756. 

Gives to son David Vawter certain personal property and he to pay 
his sister Winifred McBen fifty shillings. To son Angus Vawter, a negro. 

"Unto Ephraim Rucker and Margaret his wife," a negro. 

"Remainder to my sons Richard Vawter, and Angus Vawter and my 
daughter Winifred McBen." Appoints Ephraim Rucker Executor. 

According to Mrs. Grace Vawter Bickncll in her first book — "The 
Vawter Family." who says at p. 4. "(1691). 2. John, son of John 1 , 
married a Beverly (probably). Children: Bartholomew, Angus, Richard, 
Beverly, David, Margaret, Winifred." 

Mrs. Bicknell doubtless never saw the above wills, and I have found 
nothing to indicate that there was a son, Beverly Vawter. At pp. 24, 
25, &c. , Mrs Bicknell quotes from the MS. of Col. John Vawter, born Jan. 
8, 1782, who gives a remarkably accurate and concise history of the early 
Vawters in America, and he gives the same children as named in the wills 
above. 

Col. John 5 Vawter gives his pedigree as follows: son of Jesse 4 , David 3 , 
John 2 , John', who came from England to Virginia with his brothers, 
Bartholomew and Angus, prior to 1700. 

Another will I found in Culpeper, gave much genealogical data I was 
very glad to find and may help Mrs. B. H. R. It is in same Will Book A, 
at p. 203, and is that of the old bachelor, Robert Medley, of Culpeper 
Co., "being sick and weak" &c; of date 9 Aug. 1759, proven 20 Sept. 
1759, and my notes from same are as follows: 

"I give my beloved Cousin" (_. ? ..nephew) "Ambrose Medley son 
to Jacob Medley my Manor Plantation with 200 acres of land and in case 



NOTES AND QUERIES 79 

he should die without issue that then the said land and Plantation shall 
fall to Reuben Medley, son to said Jacob Medley, and that if the said 
Reuben Medley should die without issue, the said land and Plantation 
shall fall to my beloved brother Jacob Medley. I give to my brother- 
in law Reuben Shelton 200 acres joining my Plantation during his life 
and after death to fall to his eldest son Thomas Shelton." 

"I give to my Honored Mother Ellinor Medley 5 pounds cash if she 
be living and if dead to fall to Thomas Hundley for the education of 
his children." 

"To beloved brother James Medley my riding mare." 

"To beloved brother Isaac Medley 15 pounds cash."' 

"To my brother-in-law May Burton 15 pounds and after his death to 
fall to his son May Burton, Jun." 

"To beloved brother John Medley 10 pounds and after his death his 
son John, Jr." 

"To my Cousin" (niece) "Susanna Medley 15 pounds and after her 
death to her sister Elizabeth and in case Elizabeth died without issue 
to her sister Ellinor Medley." 

To my brother Jacob Medley 10 pounds. "Remainder of estate "to 
be sold and divided among all my friends above mentioned." Appoints 
bros. John and Jacob Medley Exors. and they qualified. 

Query. 

David Vawter, born in Essex Co.,Va., in 1790, married Mary Rucker, 

who survived him, and she married 2nd, a Mr.. Rentfrow and 

died in Kentucky. 

David Vawter lived in Orange Co. from about 1760 until his death. 

Old Orange Co. Order Book shows: "March 1785, Wm. Vawter 

granted administration on estate of David Vawter, deceased." 

David Vawter and wife, Mary Rucker, had following children: Jesse, 
born Dec. 1, 1755; William, born ., 175- (?); Philemon, Wini- 
fred, Margaret and Mary. 

William Vawter was a soldier in the Rev. War, and married Mary 
Rucker. as shown by the original marriage bond in Orange C. H. of 
date, 19th June, 1784. They removed at an early day to Versailles, 
Woodford Co., Ky., and where they were still living in 1810, as shown 
by U. S. Census of that year, and had 9 whites in family and 14 slaves. 
Later he moved to Boone Co., Ky., where he died Nov. 27, 1823. 

The names of the parents, with all genealogical data, desired of these 
two Mary Ruckers. 

The foregoing wills of John and Margaret Vawter and Robert Medley, 
as also the wills of James Collins, James Clark and others, in Culpeper 
Co., examined by me and found to contain most valuable genealogical 
data, are not shown in Green's Notes on Culpeper County. 
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Colonel George Wilson 

Pour years ago, you published an article about Lieut. Col. George 
Wilson, with affidavits of his disappearance in February 1777, and added 
a paragraph that this might be the same man as Lieut. Col. George 
Wilson of the 8th Penna. Regiment, killed at Quibblestown, N. J., in 
February, 1777. It was the same man. First, because there was no 
other Lieut. Col. George Wilson killed in the Revolution. Second, 
because the first affidavit was made by a Fayette County, Pa., man, 
and Fayette Co., which had in 1777 been Bedford Co., was the home of 
Lieut. Col. George Wilson of the 8th Pa. 

According to the Histories of Western Pa., of Westmoreland Co., 
Pa., and Bedford and Fayette and Cumberland Counties, and to the Pa. 
Archives and to contemporary official documents published in the Pa. 
Archives, George Wilson was born in Augusta Co., Va. He fought as 
an officer in the French and Indian War, 1755-1762, lived in Cumberland 
County, Pa., was a Pennsylvania Justice of the Peace, and Lieut. Col. 
of the 8th Pa., being killed at Quibblestown, N. J., February, 1777, and 
is said to be there buried, the place being now called New Market. He 
called his place in Bedford Co., Pa., Springhill, after his old home place 
in Augusta Co., Va., The township there was than called Springhill 
township, and still exists as such in Fayette Co., which was set off from 
Bedford in 1783. This use of the name Springhill is enough to identify 
the man, without any other evidence. 

In 1783, we find an application made for a Revolutionary Pension by 
Mrs. Samuel Williams, Sabina Williams, stating that she was the widow 
of Lieut. Col. George Wilson, and living in Fayette Co., Pa., and that 
in 1781 she had married Samuel Williams. 

I am desirous to know the maiden name of Sabina Wilson, where she 
was born, where she married George Wilson, and what children they 
had. 

I also would like to know if he was the son of Col. John Wilson of Au- 
gusta Co., Va., born 1702, and died 1773. 

I would appreciate it if any of your readers will enlighten me. 

Thanking you, 

Faithfully, 

George E. Fleming. 
Box 419, City Hall Station, New York City. 
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LIST OP TITHABLE8 IN VA. TAKEN 1773. 

Accomack 3660 

Albemarle 3338 

Amelia 5308 

Amherst 2452 

Augusta 2792 

Bedford 2300 

Botetourt 2014 

Brunswick 4054 

Buckingham 1817 

Berkeley 

Caroline 4596 

Charles City 1959 

Charlotte 1930 

Chesterfield 3251 

Culpeper 4134 

Cumberland 3661 

Dinwiddie 2985 

Dunmore 

Elizabeth City 1212 

Essex 2850 

Fairfax 2508 

Fauquier 3115 

Frederick 5406 

Fincastle 

Gloucester 4238 

Goochland 2238 

Halifax 2047 

Hampshire 939 

Hanover 4413 

Henrico 2329 

James City 1872 

Isle of Wight 2182 

King George 1968 

King & Queen 2928 

King William 2765 

Lancaster 1990 

Loudoun 3126 

Louisa 2283 

Lunenburg 1720 

Middlesex 1407 

Mecklenburg 2611 

Nansemond 2934 
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New Kent 2181 

Norfolk 4286 

Northampton 2000 

Northumberland 2922 

Orange 2071 

Pittsylvania 2198 

Prince Edward 1885 

Prince George 2490 

Princess Ann 2416 

Prince William 2222 

Bichmond 2443 

Southampton 2859 

Spottsylvania 2518 

Stafford 2675 

Surry 1952 

Sussex 2787 

Warwick 816 

Westmoreland 2701 

York 2524 

76061 
79217 

155278 

Tithables in Dinwiddle 1767—2864 

Lunenburg 1769 — 1585 

Amelia 4903 

From Amelia County Order Book 1766 — 69 

Noted in back of book. 



